The Structure of a Sentence – Simple, Compound and Complex

A simple sentence contains only a single clause (idea), whereas compound and complex sentence can contains at least two clauses.
The Simple Sentence
The most basic type of sentence is the simple sentence, which contains only one clause. A simple sentence can be as short as one word:

Run!

Usually, however, the sentence is a little longer than this. All of the following are simple sentences, because each contains only one clause:

Melt!

Ice melts.

The ice melts quickly.

The ice on the river melts quickly under the warm March sun.

Lying exposed without its blanket of snow, the ice on the river melts quickly under the warm March sun.

As you can see, a simple sentence can be quite long -- it is a mistake to think that you can tell a simple sentence from a compound sentence or a complex sentence simply by its length.

The Compound Sentence
A compound sentence consists of two or more independent clauses(or simple sentences) joined by connectives: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.:

Simple
Canada is a rich country.

Simple
Still, it has many poor people.

Compound
Canada is a rich country, but still it has many poor people.

They are used to connect ideas and to avoid pausing:

Today at school Mr. Moore brought in his pet rabbit, and he showed it to the class.

A compound sentence is most effective when you use it to create a sense of balance or contrast between two (or more) equally-important pieces of information:

Montréal has better clubs, but Toronto has better cinemas.

The Complex Sentence
A complex sentence contains one independent clause and at least one dependent clause. Unlike a compound sentence, however, a complex sentence contains clauses which are not equal. Consider the following examples:

Simple

The boy was cold. He had been playing football.
Compound
The boy was cold, as he had been playing football. 
Complex
The boy, who had been playing football, was cold.
In the first example, there are two separate simple sentences: "The boy was cold" and "He had been playing football." The second example joins them together into a single sentence with the co-ordinating conjunction "as”; clauses that could still stand as independent sentences, they are entirely equal, and the reader cannot tell which is most important. In the third example, however, the sentence has changed quite a bit: the first clause, "who had been playing football," has become incomplete, or a dependent clause.

A complex sentence is very different from a simple sentence or a compound sentence because it makes clear which ideas are most important. 

The Punctuation Guide

. full stop used at the end of a sentence to indicate a strong pause in the writing. Without this your writing does not make sense

, The comma is generally used in four ways 1 – to separate items in a list. 2 – before a connective. 3 – After an introductory phrase at the start of a sentence. 4 – in a complex sentence to separate clauses.

! An exclamation mark is used to indicate someone is shouting, show emotion and to show surprise. You should only ever use one in your work.
? A question mark comes at the end of a question, which usually begins with; who, what, where, when, which, why, can, how etc. 

:  Can be used to show that two ideas in a sentence are related and to introduce a list

; to show a break in the sentence if there are two closely related ideas and to show an idea that is related to the sentence, but is too short for an extra sentence.

… Ellipsis is used to indicate that something is missed out or to show it is a cliffhanger.
